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Mayor, health agencies forge partnership to enhance cardiovascular disease program in Davao

DAVAO CITY, June 8 (PNA) – Mayor Sara Duterte-Carpio and the Handicap International-Philippines with the Department of Health-Center for Health Development (DOH-CHD) in the Davao Region and the Southern Philippines Medical Center (SPMC) recently inked partnership in a memorandum of agreement (MOA) which signified a take-off of the four-year implementation of the Cardiovascular Disease (CVD) program in this city.

Handicap International program director Catherine Vasseur said the CVD program has already started in 2010 and will end in 2013. The program will improve health services for the prevention and management of diabetes, hypertension and other risk factors at the grassroots level. It includes medical consultations, regular monitoring, nutrition and diet counseling, foot care and laboratory testing.

Vasseur said a referral system would be established between health centers of the City Health Office (CHO), SPMC and the Davao Jubilee Foundation “to provide a continuum of patient care.

Part of the program would capacitate the city government to handle the disease, aiming a stop to be victims of the diabetes and hypertension which are among the top 10 causes of morbidity and mortality in the country, she said.

She said about P15 million as initial funds will be used for the training of barangay health workers from the 182 barangays, equipment and laboratories to be installed at 16 barangay centers, and other activities for the support groups. (PNA) 
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