
association status
Founded in 1982 under the French law of 1901 governing 
non-profit making associations, Handicap International is 
a non-governmental organisation registered as a charity. 
It was co-winner of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1997 for its 
role in the International Campaign to Ban Landmines. 
Handicap International was granted special consultative 
status by the UN in 1999.

an international solidarity 
organisation
Handicap International is an independent organisation 
which intervenes in situations of poverty, exclusion, 
conflict and disaster. Working alongside people with 
disabilities and vulnerable groups, it takes action and 
provides testimony in order to meet their basic needs, 
improve their living conditions, and promote respect for 
their dignity and fundamental rights.

a federal network organisation
The Handicap International Federation was set up in 
September 2009. It includes the French association, 
the founder of Handicap International in 1982, and 
associations subsequently established in the following 
countries: Switzerland (1996), Luxembourg (1997), 
Germany (1998), the United Kingdom (1999), Canada 
(2003) and the USA (2006).
The Handicap International Federation is charged by 
its members with the operational implementation of 
social missions for the entire Handicap International 
federal network. The French association - responsible for 
fund-raising in France and, for this purpose, a member 
of the Committee on the Professional code of conduct 
for charitable organisations in France - will remain the 
exclusive link with French donors. As regards these 
donors, it has sole responsibility for the correct use of 
donations entrusted to the association.
The French association plays a leading role in the 
governance of the Handicap International Federation, 
which will share the same premises in Lyon.
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about 
Handicap international

“Thanks to the efforts made by all 
of Handicap International’s sections 
and the constant support of our 
donors, we were able to rebalance 
the association’s finances in 2009. 
This favourable development, 
which generated positive combined 
results of 2.9 million Euros (€M), 
also enabled us to sustain our usual 
level of activity in the field, which 
was one of the association’s top 
priorities. Many thanks, once again, 
to our generous donors who enable 
us to fund Handicap International’s 
programmes worldwide, maintain its 
independence and ensure the long-
term future of its actions.”
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3,433 
national staff in the field (1)

286
head office staff in the eight 
countries in which Handicap 

International is present (2)

267
301 

projects

countries

expatriate staff or staff assigned 
to programmes managed by head 
office (2) (3)

(1) Direct and indirect positions as of 31 December 2009. (2) Expressed as annual full-time 
equivalent posts. (3) Expatriate staff and salaried staff assigned to the France programme 
and programmes managed by head offi ce (advocacy on the ban on mines and cluster mu-
nitions, development education and disability rights awareness). 

Thanks to you, Handicap International 
was able to:

• demine 50,000 sq.m. of land (access 
routes to villages, schools, orchards and 
crops) heavily contaminated with anti-per-
sonnel mines in Casamance, Senegal.

• transport almost 20,000 tonnes of humani-
tarian aid (food, water and hygiene packs) in sup-
port of 31 partners aiding displaced persons in 
North Kivu in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

• supply aid to 4,000 families affected by 
the typhoons that hit the Philippines. 5,900 
emergency packs were distributed.

• provide risk education to 8,500 people in 
relation to natural disasters (earthquakes, lands-
lides and river flooding, etc.) threatening Nepal.

• construct more than 200 temporary shel-
ters and the provision of training to some 
1,200 families who will be able to rebuild 
their homes in line with earthquake and 

accessibility standards, following the earth-
quake that devastated the province of Suma-
tra, in Indonesia.

• ensure 2,000 children with disabilities 
aged between 3 and 15 attend school in Da-
paong, in the north of Togo. 

• identify 2,200 children and teenagers 
with disabilities in isolated villages in Jammu 
and Kashmir, India; and provide them with 
rehabilitation care.

Examples of actions made possible by your generosity in 2009

2009: restoring 
the balance

olivier 
sCalbert, 
treasurer 
at handiCap 
international
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301

associations 
worldwide 
form the 
Handicap 
International 
network

Key figures for 2009
• Operational expenditure for over-
seas social missions rose from €54.4 
M in 2008 to €57.7 M in 2009. 
This €3.3 M increase relates to pro-
grammes managed by the French as-
sociation (up €1.5 M) and those of the 
Belgian association (up €1.8 M)

• For the French association, this 
principally concerns programmes 
managed by the Development Depart-
ment, which benefited from a budget 
increase of €2 M, particularly in Asia, 
the Balkans, and the Middle East. The 
Mines Department did not see any 
significant openings in 2009. The 
Emergency Response Department’s 
budget was increased slightly, in res-
ponse to new activities in Pakistan 
and the Palestinian Territories.
The increase in development acti-
vities significantly benefits partners 
in the countries in which we ope-
rate, with a sharp increase of €3.1 M, 
while investment, equipment and 
consumables expenditure were down 
on 2008.

• In total, social missions expen-
diture increased by €2.6 M (before 
operating costs), up from €72.7 M in 
2008 to €75.3 M in 2009.
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H andicap International has 
made financial transparency 
one of its key management 

principles and aims to be able to ac-
count at any time for the use of funds 
entrusted to it. In addition to its own 
internal controls, the association is 
subject to numerous external checks. 
Our accounts are certified by an auditor 
in each country concerned, following 
which the combined accounts are 
subject to certification by the French 
association’s auditor, E&Y Audit. In 
addition, we produce financial reports 
on the use of funds granted by funding 
bodies, which are frequently subject 
to independent audits. Lastly, the Cour 
des Comptes, the French Government 
Accounting Office, has the power to 
control all associations once they be-
come charitable organisations and ap-
peal for public donations.

New regulation on funds 
flow statements
In order to enhance transparency for 
donors, a ministerial order of 11 De-
cember 2008 implemented a new ac-
counting regulation governing the pre-

paration of funds flow statements (FFS) 
starting from the 2009 financial year. 
The 2009 combined accounts comply 
with these presentation rules.
The sum total for each section includes 
direct costs, the remuneration of staff 
responsible for implementing the activi-
ty, and a share of the general expenses 
of head office staff established on a pro 
rata full-time equivalent basis.

Handicap International’s 
funding principles
In order to maintain its independence 
and ensure the long-term future of its 
actions, the association has chosen 
to focus on two sources of funding in 
countries in which the Handicap Inter-
national network is established.
• primarily donations from the public, 
solidarity sponsorship, legacies, the 
sale of craft products, fair trade and 
socially-responsible products.
• secondly, subsidies from funding bo-
dies, such as public bodies (the EU and 
UN) and private bodies (foundations, as-
sociations and businesses).
Based on its decision to opt for a mixed 
funding structure (public donations and 

funding bodies) and its international ac-
tivity, Handicap International’s accounts 
cannot be compared with those of 
other types of associations.

Public donations: a vital 
source of funding
Funds donated by the public not only 
enable us to directly fund our pro-
grammes, but also to leverage addi-
tional funds to implement actions on 
a larger scale. In fact, funding bodies 
only provide funding for a programme 
if, in general, the association is able to 
fund the programme in part through 
public donations. Public donations are 
therefore the driving force behind the 
funding of Handicap International’s ac-
tivities.

Handicap International network’s combined balance sheet
As of 31/12/2009 in thousands of euros

Strengthening financial 
transparency

ASSETS 2009 2008

Fixed assets 5,655 6,519

Stocks and receivables 14,873 15,325

Cash-flow 21,218 18,768

TOTAL ASSETS 41,747 40,612

LIABILITIES 2009 2008

Associative funds 24,442 22,078

Provisions for risks and expenses 1,977 1,954

Designated funds out of allocated donations 426 1,781

Payables 14,901 14,799

TOTAL LIABILITIES 41,747 40,612

Capital assets: buildings, vehicles, IT equipment, etc. both in the field and at head 
office.

Stocks/receivables: value of goods in stocks/money owed by clients and funding 
bodies.

Cash-flow: money available immediately to meet the association’s needs. A share of 
these funds is placed in risk-free SICAV schemes.

Associative funds: security funds implemented since the founding of the 
association. Almost all of these funds are designated as cash-flow and enable us to 
fund actions while waiting for fund payment by funding bodies.

Provisions for risks and expenses: provisional funds to cover current disputes and 
potential risks regarding funding contracts.

Designated funds out of ALLOCAted donations: funds restricted to specific actions 
and not used during the year.

Payables: amounts due to suppliers, social security organisations, and funds 
advanced by institutional funding bodies and not used during the accounting period.

Pooling donations for greater 
fairness
Handicap International has always 
made it a rule never to allocate 
donations to a given programme 
(except in the case of solidarity 
sponsorship) and therefore 
pools donations across all of its 
programmes. This enables us to 
immediately call on funds when 
needs are greatest and most urgent.

A reserves policy to ensure financial security 
In order to ensure the financial security of the association and its actions, 
Handicap International holds reserves in associative funds and as cash-
flow.
These reserves allow us to manage potential fluctuations in funds. They 
also cover working capital requirements arising from the gap between 
the implementation of activities and funding body settlements. Lastly, 
they provide Handicap International with freedom of initiative and 
independence of action, which are essential to implementing its social 
missions.  In 2009, Handicap International’s associative funds represented 
three months’ budget (excluding designated funds).

Requirements of the donations 
code of conduct committee
The association has been a member of the 
“Comité de la Charte du don en confiance” 
(“Giving in confidence code of conduct 
committee”) since 1998 and complies with this 
body’s rules, particularly in terms of financial 
transparency for donors. The annual funds 
flow statement (FFS) is produced in compliance 
with this committee’s requirements. Following 
an assessment, the committee renewed its 
accreditation of Handicap International in 2010.

The leverage provided 
by funds donated by the 
public.

For every €1 
in donations 
spent on social 
missions, €1.70 
is donated by 
institutional 
funding bodies.

le
ve

ra
ge

€ 1  € 1 

€ 1.70

These tables are based directly on Handicap International’s annual accounts. As such, the figures have been rounded up.
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increase in funds in 2009

fuNds Total funds
2009

Follow-up of funds
donated by the public

Carrying over of funds donated by the public and not used
at the beginning of the accounting period 4,810

Funds donated by the public 45,434 45,434

Businesses and other private funds 6,584

Total private funds 52,018

Public funds 44,781

Other products 1,395

Total funds for the accounting period 98,194

Write back of provisions 1,110

Funds carried over from previous accounting period 1,627 

Variation of designated funds donated by the public 1 200

total fuNds 100,931 51,445

Total flows funded by funds donated by the public - 43,920

Amount of funds donated by the public, non-restricted 
or not used at the end of the accounting period 7,524

balanCe of funds donated by the publiC, 
non-restriCted and not used at the end 
of the aCCounting period: constitutes 
the “opening stock of donations” not 
used at the end of the year. this stock, 
part of the associative funds, provides 
the financial security necessary to the 
long-term future of our social missions.

businesses and other private funds: 
private institutional funding from 
foundations, associations, and 
corporate patrons.

funds donated by the publiC: all one-off 
donations, donations by direct debit, 
solidarity sponsorship donations, 
legacies, etc. collected during the year.

Carrying over of funds donated by the 
publiC and not used at the beginning of 
the aCCounting period: the “opening 
stock of donations”. this represents the 
share of associative funds sourced from 
public fund-raising and not used during 
previous accounting periods.

Origin of funds
As of 31/12/2009 in thousands of euros

To maintain its independence and ensure the long-term 
future of its actions, the association has set itself the ob-
jective of maintaining a more heavily weighted share of 
privately-sourced funds, particularly from fund-raising, 
to finance its programmes.

51.7 % 
donated 

private funds

46.8 % 
subsidies and other 
public competitions

1.5 %
other 

resources 

The federal network enables Handicap Inter-
national to develop and diversify:
• its financial, institutional and private re-
sources;
• its human resources, through the recruit-
ment of volunteers and expatriate staff;
• its technical skills, through the acquisition 
of additional know-how.
Out of total funds collected in 2009, 30.7% 
were raised by associations other than the 
French association.
As of the publication date, Handicap Interna-
tional Belgium (1986) has decided to defer 
its decision on whether to join the federal 
network to a later date.

The contribution of the international network

69.3 % france

16.7 % belgium

4.6 % switzerlandunited Kingdom 0.9 %

luxembourg 5.4 % 0.9 % united states

canada 0.4 %

germany 1.8 %

the accounts of the french handicap international association can be consulted on our 
website: www.handicap-international.fr/comptes. you can also access the accounts of 
each of the association’s other sections by sending a request to the treasurer of handicap 
international: 14, avenue berthelot – 69361 lyon Cedex 07.

This table is based directly on Handicap International’s annual accounts. As such, the figures have been rounded up.



 

nb : in the above table, only the net 
margin of commercial activities 
(socially-responsible products, mail-
order selling and craft products) is 
included. in addition, the provisions 
included are offset by write-backs of 
the same type.

africa and indian ocean
€28,767,416 
Angola ➔ 5.5%
Burkina Faso/Nigeria  ➔ 6.1%
Burundi  ➔ 7.5%
Ivory Coast  ➔ 0.2%
Ethiopia  ➔ 2.2%
Kenya/Somaliland  ➔ 13.5%
Madagascar  ➔ 4.4%
Mali  ➔ 5.4%
Mozambique  ➔ 8.0%
Uganda  ➔ 0.1%
Democratic Republic 
of Congo  ➔ 17.3%
Rwanda  ➔ 6.4%
Senegal/Cape Verde  ➔ 5.7%
Sierra Leone/Liberia  ➔ 4.0%
Sudan  ➔ 4.7%
Togo  ➔ 5.2%
Chad  ➔ 0.3%
East Africa Coordination/
Tanzania  ➔ 1.1%
West Africa Coordination  ➔ 2.4%

asia
€22,771,228
Afghanistan  ➔ 9.9%
Bangladesh  ➔ 9.8%
Burma ➔  0.6%
Cambodia  ➔ 14.4%
China  ➔ 7.1%
North Korea  ➔ 4.1%
India  ➔ 3.8%
Indonesia  ➔ 8.9%
Laos  ➔ 4.5%
Maldives  ➔ 1.6%
Nepal  ➔ 7.1%
Pakistan  ➔ 2.6%
Philippines  ➔ 3.6%
Sri Lanka  ➔ 9.2%
Thailand  ➔ 4.3%
Vietnam  ➔ 6.4%
South Asia Coordination  ➔ 2.1%

latin america
€5,698,079 

Brazil  ➔ 4.9%
Colombia  ➔ 19.5%
Cuba  ➔ 24.3%
Haiti  ➔ 31.9%
Nicaragua/Honduras ➔ 19.4%

maghreb and middle east
€8,859,307 
Algeria  ➔ 12.0%
Morocco/Tunisia  ➔ 19.8%
Jordan/Egypt/
Palestinian Territories/
Lebanon/Yemen/Iraq  ➔ 68.2%

europe
€3,742,569 

Albania/Macedonia/Kosovo/
Bosnia-Herzegovina/
Serbia/Montenegro  ➔ 65.0%
Russia/Uzbekistan  ➔ 28.3%
France  ➔ 6.7%

various head offices
€3,381,129 

Other programme activities  ➔ 31.4%
Déclic Magazine  ➔ 21.9%
Awareness and campaigning 
to promote the inclusion 
of people with disabilities  ➔ 46.7%

international campaign to ban 
landmines  ➔ 6.0 %
€4,788,622

various non-restricted 
by zone  ➔ 01.8 %
€1,471,101

nb: the programme accounts are 
expressed in full costs, that is, after 
distribution of administrative costs on 
programmes, analytically calculated 
according to a calculation rule validated 
by handicap international’s auditor.

HaNdicap iNterNatioNal 
(fraNce) board of 
trustees

Offi ce
Chair Pascal VANOT, retired
Treasurer Olivier SCALBERT, consultant
General Secretary Bernard MICHEL, 
director

Members
Hélène BLONDEL-EHNI, corporate 
patrons manager
Vital BOTTURA, director
Marc JOUFFROY, doctor
Pierre LEVY, consultant
Gérard ROUSSON, magistrate (vice-
treasurer)
Jean SOURBRIER, university professor
Jacques TASSI, manager
Florence THUNE, training – international 
programmes (Sidaction)
Pierre-Jean VIGNAND, company associate 
director
Bruno VUILLERMOZ, patent rights adviser

Honorary member
Pierre BERGÉ, chairman of the Pierre 
Bergé – Yves Saint Laurent Foundation

Associate members
Marc BONHOMME, retired
Philippe CHABASSE, doctor
Hervé DUBOIS, co-director
Pierre DUMON, retired
Christophe GIRARD, executive offi cer
Lady MICHELHAM, chair of the Lord 
Michelham of Hellingly Foundation
Didier PAQUIER, physiotherapist
Vanessa ROUSSELLE, portfolio manager 
Middle East/North Africa region
Jean-Noël SERSIRON, doctor (honorary 
chair)

Observer of the Code of Conduct 
Committee
Jean-Louis MIGNOTTE

Publication director: 
Jean-Baptiste Richardier.
Handicap International – 16, rue Étienne-Rognon, 
69363 Lyon cedex 07 – Tel.: 04 78 69 67 00
www.handicap-international.fr
Joint commission: 1212 H 82537
ISSN 1633-6240
Printed by Two Print.

Comité de la Charte du Don en 
Confi ance (“Giving with Confi dence Code 
of Conduct Committee”)
As an approved association, Handicap In-
ternational is committed to scrupulously 
applying the following four principles:
• respect for the principles of good gover-

nance;
• stringent control;
• impeccable communications and fund-

raising actions;
• total funding transparency for donors.
Learn more: www.comitecharte.org

Distribution of social mission-related expenditure:
Programmes total: €79,479,451 

use of fuNds Use of funds donated 
by the public

Use of other
funds total 2009

Social missions 27,924 47,421 75,345

Fund-raising expenditure 13,725 324 14,049

Operating costs 2,519 4,573 7,092

Total funds used for the accounting period 44,168 52,318 96,486

Estimated expenditure 1,114 1,114

Designated funds carried over to following accounting period 426 426

Total of funds used 44,168 53,859 98,027

Fixed assets financed by funds donated by the public 289

Reversal of amortisation charges on fixed assets financed from 
resources raised from the public since adoption of the new regulations - 536

total fuNds used fiNaNced bY fuNds doNated bY 
tHe public 43,920

fund-raising expenditure: includes 
the cost of various fund-raising 
campaigns and institutional fund-
raising.

soCial Missions: programmes 
implemented by handicap international 
worldwide and all head office services 
related to mission coordination. 
a programme consists of several 
projects. the total social missions to 
total fund-raising expenditure ratio is 
5.36. this means that for every Ð1 we 
raise, Ð5.36 is spent on social missions.

operating Costs: includes all 
expenditure incurred by general 
services, as well as the cost of public 
information and awareness-raising 
activities, such as the association’s 
website.

Funds use distribution – as of 31/12/2009 in thousands of euros

giving priority to beneficiaries

36.2 % 
africa and 
indian ocean

7.2 %
latin 
america

28.7 % asia

11.1% maghreb and middle easteurope 4.7 %
4.3 %

various head 
offices

6 %
international 

campaign 
to ban 

landmines

1.8 % 
various non-

restricted 
by zone

This table is based directly on Handicap International’s annual accounts. As such, the figures have been rounded up.

out of every €100 spent during 
the accounting period

 € 12.5 
fund-raising 
expenditure

 € 7.3  
operating 
costs

€ 80.2 
social 

missions


